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Qual a “mensagem” comunicada

por um software com lA destinado
apoiar a geracao de conhecimento
cientifico?
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Aho, Alfred V., and Jeffrey D. Ullman. Foundations of Computer Science.
USA: Computer Science Press, Inc., 1992.

E Though it is a new field, computer science already touches virtually

of human endeavor.| Its impact on society is seen in the proliferation of computers,
miormation systeims, text editors, spreadsheets, and all of the wonderful application
programs that have been developed to make computers easier to use and people more
productive. An important part of the field deals with how to make programming
easier and software more reliable. But fundamentally, computer science is a science
of abstraction — creating the right model for thinking about a problem and devising
the appropriate mechanizable techniques to solve it.

Every other science deals with the universe as it is. The physicist’s job, for
example, is to understand how the world works, not to invent a world in which
physical laws would be simpler or more pleasant to follow. Computer scientists,
on the other hand, must create abstractions of real-world problems that can be
understood by computer users and, at the same time, that can be represented and
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Aho, Alfred V., and Jeffrey D. Ullman. Foundations of Computer Science.
USA: Computer Science Press, Inc., 1992.

Though it is a new field, computer science already touches virtually every aspect
of human endeavor. Its impact on society is seen in the proliferation of computers,
information systems, text editors, spreadsheets, and all of the wonderful application
programs that have been developed to make computers easier to use and people more
productive. An important part of the field computer science 1s a science

of abstraction — creating the rlght model for thmkmg about a problem and devising

the appropriate mechanizable techniques to solve it. [o'solve it.
. iverse as it is. The physicist’s job, for

example, is to understand how the world works, not to invent a world in which
physical laws would be simpler or more pleasant to follow. Computer scientists,
on the other hand, must create abstractions of real-world problems that can be.

understood by computer users and, at the same time, that can be represented and
manipulated inside a computer.
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